
EXTRA  February 2026 

Wednesday 18 February 
2026 

Ash Wednesday 
Mass Times 

St Francis, Kenilworth 10.00 am 

 6.30 pm 

St Joseph’s, Whitnash 9.30 am 

 7.00 pm 

Our Lady’s, Lillington 12.00 noon 

St Peter’s, Leamington Spa 10.00 am 

 7.00 pm 

St Mary Immaculate, Warwick 9.30 am 

 7.00 pm 

St Charles Borromeo, Hampton-
on-the Hill 

12.00 noon 

EXTRA is intended for articles and information from priests 
and parishioners in all the churches in our local Cluster: St 
Charles Borromeo, Hampton-on-the-Hill; St Francis, Kenilworth; 
St Augustine, Kenilworth; St Peter’s, Leamington Spa; Our Lady’s, 
Lillington; St Mary Immaculate, Warwick; and St Joseph’s, 
Whitnash.   

It is an opportunity to publish longer pieces that cannot fit into the 
weekly newsletters of each church. Currently produced from St 
Joseph’s in Whitnash, it would be good to forge links between the 
churches to ensure it becomes a truly Cluster-wide online 
publication.  
 
Information for the March edition should be sent to 
catholicclusterextra@gmail.com by 23 February. 
 
Thank you. Canon David Hartley 
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World Day of the Sick 
World Day of the Sick takes place on 11 February, 2026. Every year, on the 
feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, the whole church celebrates together  and 
prays for those who are ill.  
In his message for this year’s World Day of the Sick, Pope Leo invites the 
faithful to consider the Samaritan’s compassion and how we too can offer 
love by bearing the pain of others. Read in full at  Pope’s World Day of Sick 
message: Love by bearing another's pain - Vatican News 
This is also an appropriate time to think about the ways we can best support 
people who are ill,  and make them our VIPs just as much as the pilgrims 
who are helped to travel to Lourdes. 
In each of our parishes some Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist 
enable the sick and housebound to receive Holy Communion regularly. 
Arrangements differ in each parish but volunteers who can commit to this 
should talk to their Parish Priest or a Deacon to find out what is involved. 
Often this, and other visiting and support, overlaps with our excellent 
conferences of the St Vincent de Paul society.   Fr David Hartley 

 

The Rite of Reception 
We pray for all those in our parishes preparing to be received into Full 
Communion or be Baptised this Easter. The Rite of Reception is an 
opportunity for them to meet many others, including our bishops, and 
realise just how many people are praying for them. 
Archbishop Bernard writes: “I look forward to welcoming those who are 
preparing for Baptism, Confirmation or Full Communion into the Catholic 
Church at the Rite of Election at 3.00 pm at St Chad’s Cathedral on the 
First Sunday of Lent, 22 February.” His Grace goes on to thank the clergy 
“and your parish catechists for accompanying these men and women on 
their journey of faith.” 
Hollie and David, two St Joseph’s parishioners received into the Faith last 
Easter, share their experience: 
Walking into the Cathedral for the Rite of Election was a truly surreal moment for 
us last year. People from all different backgrounds were gathered there for the 
same purpose, each of us taking one of the first steps toward accepting the truth 
of Jesus Christ, and the Church He established into our hearts and lives. As we 
looked around the beautiful Cathedral and saw the diversity and eclectic mix of 
people, it became a powerful sign to us that Christianity truly is the one true faith 
and path to God; a faith that transcends race, culture, individual life experiences 
and circumstances. All equal, we were brought together as united, beloved 
children in the eyes of our Creator.       
         Fr David Hartley 

 

Lenten Family Fast Day  
CAFOD's Lenten Family Fast Day is Friday 27 February. This is an 
opportunity, at the beginning of Lent, for prayer, fasting and giving. An 
opportunity to come together as parishioners to pray for our neighbours, eat 
simply, and give to CAFOD’s Lent Appeal. In God's eyes we are one global 
family, called to be neighbours. Around the world – despite farmers’ best 
efforts – crops are failing and families are going hungry. Yet there is hope 
and there is a solution. In South Sudan and Bangladesh, devastating floods 
are destroying farmland but - thanks to the extraordinary generosity of the 
Catholic community at Fast Days - CAFOD's  local partners have been 
helping families to develop ingenious solutions like floating gardens that can 
grow food above floodwaters. Generous support this Family Fast Day will 
mean more of our neighbours can put food on the table.  
At St Peter’s, Leamington, there will be a Soup & Roll Lunch to support this 
appeal on Friday 27 in the church hall from 12 noon to 1.30 pm. Everyone is 
welcome to enjoy delicious homemade soups and make a contribution to 
CAFOD’s Lent Appeal. You can make a donation in the envelope at church, 
the card machine or online if you prefer at cafod.org.uk/envelope  
          Ann Allison 

Warwick District Foodbank 
Thank you for past donations. 
Updated urgent needs: 

Squash (small) 
 Tinned meat 

 Vegetarian meals 
Cooking oil 

Tinned potatoes 
Deodorants (M and F) 

Shaving gel/razors 
Nappies size 6, 7 and 8. 

At St Joseph’s, Whitnash, donations 
can be left in the marked box. Thank 
you in advance. 

Jackie Rabone 

FEBRUARY 2026 

8 February: Our Lady’s, Lillington. 
Enrolment Mass for children preparing 
for the Sacraments of Reconciliation 
and Holy Communion. 
13 February: St Peter’s, Leamington. 
SPAN Quiz. Doors open 7.15 pm. Full 
information, page 6. 
20 February: Our Lady’s, Lillington. 
Bingo Night. Doors open 6.30 pm. Full 
information, page 7. 
22 February: St Chad’s Cathedral, 
Birmingham. Rite of Election, first 
Sunday of Lent, 3.00 pm. 

MARCH 2026 

6 March: World Day of Prayer. Service 
at St Joseph’s, Whitnash at 2.00 pm 
followed by refreshments. 
7 March: Hosanna! Cantata. St Chad’s 
Cathedral, Birmingham. 2.30 pm start. 
Full information,  page 11. 
 

APRIL 2026 

4 April: EASTER SUNDAY 
 

MAY 2026 

25-30 May: Diocesan Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes 

Diary dates 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-01/pope-s-world-day-of-sick-message-the-compassion-of-samaritan1.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2026-01/pope-s-world-day-of-sick-message-the-compassion-of-samaritan1.html
http://cafod.org.uk/envelope
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World Day of Prayer  
World Day of Prayer on Friday 6 March is themed “Rest for the Weary”, prepared 
by women from Nigeria. Formerly known as Women’s World Day of Prayer, this 
ecumenical movement arranges services from across the globe - each year’s 
service being written and prepared by the women of a different country. This is 
important particularly in countries where women lack equality with men and may 
have very little autonomy. The service itself, however, welcomes everyone. Its 
theme – “Rest for the Weary” – encourages prayer for peace and solace across the 
world.  
Nigeria is a country in West Africa and is the most populous in the whole of Africa 
with a population of over 200 million. It is rich in natural resources such as oil and 
minerals, but has been affected by climate change. This has reduced farming land 
through rising temperatures and lack of rain and threatens coastal communities 
by rising sea levels. It faces difficulties such as an unequal distribution of wealth 
and gender discrimination in education and pay. There is a disproportionately high 
mother and baby mortality rate. The terrorist activities of the militant group Boko Haram are frequently spread across 
the world’s media.  
The World Day of Prayer is a powerful demonstration of global solidarity. It begins in Samoa and moves across over 120 
countries of the world finishing 38 hours later in American Samoa, making it truly a worldwide day of prayer. In Catholic 
Leamington, there is a 2.00 pm service at St Joseph’s Church, Whitnash.        
                Anna Godwin 

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage 
The Lourdes Pilgrimage with the Diocese  is from 25 to 30 May. If you could volunteer as a 
helper,  or if you know anyone who would need care and support to go to Lourdes, please 
make contact as soon as possible. Bookings for all pilgrims are now open. I will be going as 
Chaplain to the Sick Pilgrims. I can give you some information if you would like to talk about 
the way it is arranged, please contact me at St Joseph’s, Whitnash on 01926 772712 or 
email me fr.david.hartley@rcaob.org.uk. See also this link Lourdes Pilgrimage 2026 | Home | 
Birmingham Diocesan Trust        Fr David Hartley 

 
 
 

Sacramental Preparation at Our Lady's 
Preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy 
Communion for children not at a Catholic school and for those 
children in Year 3 at Our Lady's will begin on Sunday, 8 February with 
an Enrolment Mass, followed by the first session.  If you wish your 
child to be prepared for these sacraments, please attend a meeting 
for parents (children also welcome) at Our Lady's Church Hall, Valley 
Road, Lillington CV32 8JS on Tuesday, 3 February at 6.00 pm. Email 
maryrouse@rocketmail.com, or call Mary on 07540 532785 for more 
information.        Mary Rouse 

 
Hosanna – A Cantata in Song and Mime 

The cantata, ‘HOSANNA’, has been written by Anne Ward and is performed in mime, with narrators telling the story. Led 
by Hand in Hand and performed by an inclusive cast of people with disabilities and diverse needs and friends. It will take 
place at 2.30pm on Saturday 7 March at St Chad’s Cathedral. Please see the poster on page 12.       Mary Holden 

Festival of Catholic Life 
WeBelieve - a Festival of Catholic Life  - takes place from 24-27 July 2026 at St Mary’s College, Oscott.  It brings together 
the Church in England and Wales. WeBelieve is an unmissable opportunity to discover the traditions and charisms that 
flow through the Church, to experience the joy of community, and to encounter personally the Lord Jesus, our salvation. 
Please encourage participation for a feast of the True, the Good and the Beautiful. For more information please visit: 
WeBelieve Festival . 

Tabletop Sale 
A Tabletop Sale takes place from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm on Saturday 7 March at St Joseph's Church, Whitnash.   
Sell your arts and crafts, books, records, unwanted items and jumble etc for cash. (No livestock, alcohol, or hazardous 
materials can be sold). Hire a table for a £10.00 donation to Church funds and keep whatever cash you make!   
For more information, or to book a table, contact Peter Lawson on 01926 430176.    Peter Lawson 

© Con McHugh 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage
https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/lourdes-pilgrimage
mailto:maryrouse@rocketmail.com
https://www.webelievefestival.com/


Pilgrimage to Assisi 
Fr Patrick & Fr Ryan are running a joint pilgrimage from 2–6 
March 2026. The cost is £725 (sharing) or £825 (single). 
Please see the form on the St Mary Immaculate website 
(under ‘Assisi Pilgrimage’ on the left-hand side) for all the 
details including how to book. 

Hospital Chaplaincy 
In the hospitals different arrangements are made.  I provide 
six hours each week of visiting (on three separate days)  to 
establish contact with every Catholic inpatient we can find.  
With my nurse training in the past, I find hospital a familiar 
environment. Often, the people we visit have been away 
from their practice of the faith but somehow get referred to 
us. When you hear of anyone being admitted, please feel 
free to refer them to me.   

In addition to my visits I am also on call, assisted by other 
local clergy, so that we can be called in emergencies by 
the hospital switchboard at any time. I would like to thank 
Fr Arul Samy, Fr Kevin Hooper, and Fr Damian Nwanko, all of 
whom gave very committed service in Leamington and 
Warwick hospitals when they were in the area. At present Fr 
Stephen and Fr Patrick are supporting me, and we very much 
hope that Fr Ryan can begin soon.  Thank you from us all to 
those involved in this. 

On the days I can’t be in Warwick hospital, visiting is 
supported by Frances, Nick, and Deacon David Palmer. They 
volunteer for a few hours and often find new contacts, and 
also minister Holy Communion to those we know are ready 

and able to receive.  Those who volunteer undertake training 
along with other chaplaincy volunteers from other Christian 
traditions and other faiths.  If you might be able to get 
involved please contact me. 

On the first Thursday of each month I celebrate Mass at 1.00 
pm in the Warwick Hospital chapel and all are welcome. 

Thank you for your support, referrals, and your prayers.   
       Fr David Hartley  

Coventry Newman Circle  
Coventry Newman Circle will hold one of its regular talks on 
Tuesday 24 February at 7.30 pm at the Margaret Roper 
Room, St Thomas More, Watercall Avenue, Coventry, CV3 
5DE. The speaker will be Fr Peter Conley on 'A Tale of Two 
Pastors: The influence of Newman on Mgr H. Francis Davis'. 
Fr Peter is a respected authority on St John Henry Newman. 
This will be followed by discussion and refreshments. 

Leamington Peace Festival 2026 
The Leamington Peace Festival organisers are promising to 
“bring back a festival like it used to be”. The organising team 
includes previous festival directors Tom Mead and Dave 
Steele, and Gian Clare. Mr 
Clare is one of the founder 
members of the Peace 
Festival in 1978  

It takes place in the Pump 
Room Gardens on the 
weekend of 13/14 June. If you 
are an officer of a 
Community/Church/
Campaigning group we would 
love to have your organisation 
participating in the Peace 
Festival in June by applying 
for a stall. 

Further information on the 
new website: https://
leamingtonpeacefestival.org/ 

https://leamingtonpeacefestival.org/
https://leamingtonpeacefestival.org/

















